CLAIMS 



1. A method of installing a device driver in a computer, the device driver 
driving a peripheral device connected to the computer, comprising the steps of: 

(a) obtaining an URL address containing the device driver corresponding to 
the peripheral device by (al) accessing a previously generated database stored in the 
computer, the database storing URL addresses and a correspondence of peripheral 
device identification data to the stored URL addresses; 

(c) accessing the obtained URL address; and 

(d) obtaining and installing in the computer the device driver corresponding to 
the peripheral device from the accessed URL address. 

2. A computer program product, comprising: 

(a) a computer storage medium and (b) a computer program code mechanism 
embedded in the computer storage medium for causing a computer to control 
installing a device driver in the computer, the device driver driving a peripheral 
device connected to the computer, the computer program code mechanism (b) 
comprising: 

(bl) a first computer code device configured to obtain an URL address 
containing the device driver corresponding to the peripheral device by (b2) obtaining 
the URL address by accessing a previously generated database stored in the computer, 
the databeise storing URL addresses and a correspondence of peripheral device 
identification data to the stored URL addresses; 

(b3) a second computer code device configured to access the obtained URL 
address; and 
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(b4) a third computer code device configured to obtain and install in the 
computer the device driver corresponding to the peripheral device fi-om the accessed 
URL address. 

3. A computer system, comprising: 

(a) a peripheral device coimected to a computer; 

(b) a device driver configured to drive said peripheral device; 

(c) means for obtaining an URL address containing said device driver 
corresponding to said peripheral device, wherein said means (c) for obtaining the 
URL address includes (cl) a database stored in the computer, the database storing 
URL addresses and a correspondence of peripheral device identification data to the 
stored URL addresses; 

(e) means for accessing the obtained URL address; and 

(f) means for obtaining and installing in the computer said device driver 
corresponding to said peripheral device fi-om the accessed URL address. 

4. A computer configured to be connected to a peripheral device, the 
peripheral device being driven by a device driver, the computer comprising: 

(a) means for obtaining an URL address containing said device driver 
corresponding to said peripheral device, wherein said means (a) for obtaining the 
URL address includes (al) a database stored in the computer, the database storing 
URL addresses and a correspondence of peripheral device identification data to the 
stored URL addresses; 

(b) means for accessing the obtained URL address; and 



(c) means for obtaining and installing in the computer said device driver 
corresponding to said peripheral device from the accessed URL address. 

5. A computer configured to be connected to a peripheral device, the 
peripheral device being driven by a device driver, the computer comprising: 

(a) means for obtaining identification data of said peripheral device from said 
peripheral device; 

(b) means for obtaining an URL address containing said device driver 
corresponding to said peripheral device based on the obtained identification data of 
said peripheral device, wherein said means (b) for obtaining the URL address includes 
(bl) a databtise stored in the computer, the database storing URL addresses and a 
correspondence of peripheral device identification data to the stored URL addresses; 

(c) means for accessing the obtained URL address; and 

(d) means for obtaining and installing in the computer said device driver 
corresponding to said peripheral device from the accessed URL address. 

6. A computer system according to claim 5, wherein the obtained 
identification data includes information of a manufacturer and model niunber of said 
peripheral device. 

7. A computer system according to claim 6, wherein the obtained 
identification data further includes information of a cleiss, a description, and a 
compatible ID of said peripheral device. 
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